An abstract is a short summary of an article. For research articles, abstracts include the objective and scope of the investigation, the methods, the primary results, and the principal conclusions. In How to Write and Publish a Scientific Paper, Day and Gastel state, "Usually, a good abstract is followed by a good paper; a poor abstract is a harbinger of woes to come."
Results
The results should contain the main outcomes of the study and their statistical or clinical significance.
1 Findings should be in the form of raw data (not just percentages) and be accompanied by relevant statistical information (eg, P values, CIs) . 3 Authors should ensure that findings are included for all outcome measures described in the methods. Likewise, the results section should not contain findings for outcomes that were not already described in the methods section. Abstracts for survey-based studies should include response rates. 3, 15 Of the XX participants recruited, XX met the inclusion criteria and completed the study. In this population, XX participants (XX%) had XYZ, compared with XX (XX%) in population A.
Conclusion
According to the even if a journal allows a lengthy abstract, the full published abstract might not always be available to database researchers if it is truncated by the database.
The following sections detail general guidelines for original research article abstracts, as they are the most common type of structured abstract.
Context
The context of an abstract should answer the question, "Why is the current study important?" In other words, it should describe the rationale behind the study question and emphasize new and important areas addressed by the study. 1,13 Authors should limit this section to 1 sentence.
Consider the following example 15 : XYZ has been studied in A population, but its prevalence in B population has not to our knowledge been investigated.
In the example, the context statement describes the importance of the study and why the study was initated:
Research is lacking on the prevalence of XYZ in B population.
Objective
The objective section of an abstract should contain the study's primary objective. Key secondary objectives and a priori hypotheses are also appropriate for this section but may be omitted because of space constraints. The objective should be a "To…" statement. XYZ is common in the US population, but to the authors' knowledge, no cases of XYZ in a patient presenting with ABC have been described.
Findings
The authors should describe their findings or observations. For case reports, authors should include the resolution of the case.
A 32-year-old man presented to the emergency department with ABC. Examination findings revealed XYZ. After management of XYZ, the patient's symptoms resolved and he was discharged to home.
Conclusion
As with structured abstracts, unstructured abstracts should include conclusions directly supported by the authors' findings or observations. 
Unstructured Abstracts
Unstructured abstracts are usually appropriate for manuscripts that do not involve original research, such as case reports and narrative reviews. Authors should always check the requirements of the journal to which they are submitting; abstracts are not typically required for opinion pieces, essays, poems, and letters to the editor.
3
The word limit for unstructured abstracts is typically lower than that for structured abstracts. The JAOA requires unstructured abstracts to be 150 words or less. 
